AbsTrAcT: Since the 1990s, large urban agglomerations in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe have shown highly dynamic functional and spatial changes resulting from the transformation of their political systems. The aim of this study is to present differences in social, economic and environmental living conditions among the communes of a single agglomeration. This, in turn, allows a discussion, in the first place, of local factors, assuming that national and regional conditions in a given area are uniform. The study focused on the agglomeration of Poznań, which consists of the city of Poznań and 17 surrounding communes (Polish: gmina) forming the district, or 'poviat' (Polish: powiat) of Poznań. The analysis of variations in living conditions uses a set of nine indicators reflecting the local level of development in social, economic and environmental terms. The results lead to the conclusion that the development of urbanisation processes in suburban areas over the past 20 years has had a significant share in improving the living conditions of their inhabitants. In some communes they are, in fact, better than in the central city of Poznań.
Introduction
For most Europeans, urbanised areas are the natural habitat. For this reason, studies of the quality of life in urban agglomerations form an important field of research with an interdisciplinary dimension. If we assume that the essential components that define living conditions have a social, an economic and an environmental dimension, then they show a close relationship with the idea of sustainable development. A study of the quality of life is, however, more operational and less ideological in nature as it focuses on present circumstances rather than on a very long-term perspective, which is generally uncertain. This does not require a direct reference to the global context either, which is heavily emphasised in research on sustainable development.
A synthetic approach to living conditions, or to the quality and standard of living, is not easy because of the many aspects of this issue. It involves meeting various needs of an individual dimension (e.g. income) and a collective one (e.g. public transport). Quality-of-life surveys are one way to monitor socio-economic development, and to verify the performance and efficiency of the work of local authorities. They also allow assessing whether the aims and objectives pursued by public authorities translate into results in the form of improved living conditions of the inhabitants.
Since the 1990s, large urban agglomerations in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe have shown very high dynamics of functional and spatial changes resulting from the transformation of their political systems. These processes take different forms in individual agglomerations and are differentiated within them (e.g. Hamilton et al. 2005 , Tasan 1999 .
The aim of this study is to present differences in social, economic and environmental living conditions between the communes of a single agglomeration. This, in turn, allows discussion, in the first place, of local factors, assuming that national and regional conditions in a given area are uniform.
The present study focused on the agglomeration of Poznań, defined as a group of communes, which consists of the city of Poznań and a group of surrounding communes forming the district ('poviat') of Poznań (Powiat poznański. Jakość przestrzeni i jakość życia, 2008; Poznań poviat. Quality of space and quality of life). Such a research area has a very good base of comparable data obtained in connection with recently completed application projects. They have resulted in the development of the Poznań Agglomeration Development Strategy -Poznań Metropolis 2020 (2011) and the Spatial Planning Study of the Poznań Agglomeration (2012). This allowed a deeper insight into the determinants of differences among the agglomeration's communes.
The overall objective of the study was to show different conditions that affect the quality of life in the communes of the Poznań agglomeration. Methodologically, the aim was to extract a set of indicators reflecting the local social, economic, and environmental aspects of the quality of life. The study had also an applicative objective, which involved providing local authorities and communities with information on their position against neighbours, which should be an incentive for action to eliminate any shortcomings that they might take on their own.
Study area
The Poznań agglomeration belongs to the group of the fastest growing and most urbanised areas in Poland, which includes four agglomerations: Warsaw, Cracow, Łódź, and Wrocław, and two conurbations: Upper Silesia and the Tri-City of Gdańsk-Gdynia-Sopot. With close to one million inhabitants, it is one of the main elements of the modern settlement system not only in Poland, but also in Europe. In the classification of the European Spatial Planning Observation Network (ESPON), it is one of the 76 regions of a metropolitan nature on the continent. In the Globalisation and World Cities (GAWC) ranking of the world's metropolises, Poznań ranks 252nd out of 526 world metropolises, next to such cities as Bilbao, Hannover or Bordeaux. The competitiveness of the Poznań metropolis at the European scale is determined by such parameters as its social capital and high per capita GdP, as well as modern industrial and academic functions. Poznań has an expanding network of connections with other cities in Poland and Europe, especially in the area of transport, economy, politics, science, and culture. Measures of Poznań's metropolitan nature include its flight connections, financial flows between companies, relations with universities abroad, and international commercial and institutional ties.
The Poznań agglomeration includes the city of Poznań and its suburban area consisting of 17 towns and communes of Poznań poviat. Within the above boundaries, the Poznań agglomeration has a population of 895.5 thousand (2012) , with average population density of 412 people per sq. km. The agglomeration's inhabitants account for 2.5% of the country's population and 26% of the population of Wielkopolska voivodeship (province). With a population of 553,000, Poznań is the fifth largest city in Poland. It has a negative migration balance because of an outflow of inhabitants to the neighbouring communes. The intensity of suburbanisation is the highest among all Polish cities. After the period of the political and economic transformation of the 1990s, the city of Poznań and the surrounding communes entered a path of dynamic spatial and socio-economic development, accompanied by modernisation of infrastructure, expansion of the labour market, and continuous improvement in the quality of life.
The Poznań metropolis stands out in Poland due to several important characteristics: -a concentration of suburban towns and communes within the administrative boundaries of one large district -a land poviat (Polish: powiat ziemski); other large Polish cities border several poviats directly; -exceptionally high intensity of the suburbanisation process (emigration of residents to the neighbouring communes of Poznań poviat and the location of economic entities outside Poznań); -dynamic spatial development which results in significant environmental and infrastructural changes, intensification of traffic, and increased mobility of the population within the urbanising area; -a high level of economic development as indicated by the value of industrial production, level of entrepreneurship, numerous foreign capital investments, and low unemployment rate, both in Poznań and its neighbouring communes; -very well developed academic functions, the highest percentage of students in the city's population among large Polish cities, and a high level of internationalisation of research and education; -innovative ideas for city management, transport organisation, provision of public services, and implementation of tasks related to municipal service management; and -high living standards manifesting themselves in a well-developed labour market, low unemployment rate, high level of prosperity, good access to services, and residents' satisfaction with the quality of life. Since 2011, the local governments of the city of Poznań, Poznań poviat and the surrounding communes have pursued a common development strategy known as the Poznań Metropolis 2020. It implements the objectives of the EU Europe 2020 Strategy, i.e. enhancing competitiveness and living standards for the Europeans. The new EU strategic priorities pose specific challenges to the Poznań agglomeration, such as a territorial and functional balance, with particular emphasis on spatial order. Equally important is development that promotes social inclusion, which means that the economy should show a high level of employment and ensure economic, social and territorial cohesion. In the Poznań agglomeration, the EU priorities are closer to citizens owing to the establishment of a regular dialogue between the various actors and levels of government, strengthening their commitment necessary for a successful implementation of the metropolitan strategy.
Research methods
Quality-of-life studies are an interdisciplinary field of knowledge. They are conducted by sociologists, psychologists, social geographers and economists who assess living conditions on the basis of available information and data, both objective and subjective. In the literature, two approaches to studies of the quality of life are found (see Walaszek 2012) .
The first group of methods applies to inhabitants' perception of the various aspects of their lives. Such subjective quality-of-life factors include opinions, attitudes and feelings of the inhabitants concerning life satisfaction, working conditions, financial situation, family, well-being and health, access to services, etc. In this approach, the quality of life is usually the sum of subjective judgments of the inhabitants. Eurostat has presented a proposal for research on the quality of life in European cities. It has issued a report entitled "Perception survey on quality of life in European cities" making use of results obtained over the telephone from inhabitants of 75 European cities.
In Poland, research on the quality of life in cities is not very well developed, and there are very few professional comparative studies of this issue. One reliable study is the publication edited by Czapiński and Panek entitled Diagnoza społeczna 2011 -warunki i jakość życia Polaków (Social diagnosis 2011: living conditions and the quality of life of Poles). One of the studies included there concerned the inhabitants' sense of satisfaction with living in a particular city. In local studies of the quality of life, Poznań stands out as a city which consistently monitors the quality of life of its inhabitants. To date, eight editions of the research have been carried out (in the years [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] [2009] [2010] [2011] [2012] [2013] . The results are used in city management, allow comparisons of development trends, and form part of the main strategic development documents of the city of Poznań. The studies are conducted by the Centre for Quality of life, established by the city of Poznań and its Adam Mickiewicz University.
The other group of studies of living conditions seeks to find statistical indicators which allow the most objective presentation of the economic situation of households, environmental and housing conditions, access to cultural, educational, and health-care services, etc. A special area of research is the cost of living, including the cost of housing and transport, and the prices of goods and services. It should be noted that factors affecting the quality of life of individuals are partly interdependent (e.g. income level and education), but there are also those on which people have no direct impact. In the latter case, a decisive role is played by state policy and the activity of the local government, for example in such areas as health care, basic education, and public transport. The condition of the environment is also a factor independent of individuals but which could significantly affect their well-being.
The Mercer Quality-of-living Survey ranking is popular in terms of comparing the quality of life in cities. It covers 221 cities around the world and is based on 39 criteria. The main indicators focus on security, education, hygiene, health, social care, culture, environment, recreation, public transport, and the political and economic situation. In addition to the main list concerning the overall quality of life in cities, Mercer also prepares rankings of the greenest and safest urban centres in the world. It also develops a ranking of costs and quality of life. Mercer's Cost-of-living Survey Report compares the prices of products and services in the largest cities of the world. In Poland, rankings of the quality of life in cities are published by prominent periodicals such as Newsweek and Przekrój. The latter also publishes a ranking of the best cities to live in.
The present study sought indicators that significantly differentiated at a local scale as a result of both, determinants beyond the control of a commune and those that reflect the activity of commune authorities and communities in various fields. Examples of external factors include location in relation to the metropolis and main roads, as well as natural beauty. Controllable factors, in turn, include the level of social capital and the size of investment in infrastructure.
Before selecting indicators, the authors made certain presuppositions. It was decided that the analysis would focus on three indicators illustrating local social, economic and environmental determinants. This limit on the number of indicators was due to the procedure of calculation of a synthetic indicator of the quality of life in the communes: it was calculated as an average of standardised indicators for each characteristic. The greater the number of indicators, the stronger the likelihood of their being correlated, which would distort the result. An equal number for each of the determinants ensured that the synthetic indicator did not favour any of the groups determining the quality of life.
The primary criterion of the selection of characteristics for analysis was covering a variety of aspects with minimum relationships between indicators within the same group. Parameters which differed little between the agglomeration's communes were left out. In general, indicators possible to construct on the basis of statistical reports were selected, which ensured the comparability of data not only within the analysed agglomeration, but would also facilitate subsequent comparative studies with other agglomerations. An exception to this rule was the indicator showing the availability of public transport, which was based on unique studies conducted for the Poznań agglomeration.
To illustrate social aspects, the following indicators were selected: -voter turnout in the first round of the last local elections in 2010, -share of persons in households receiving social assistance in the total population, -average number of criminal offences in the years 2010-2012 per 10,000 inhabitants. These indicators show the level of social inequality in the communes, the state of public safety, and the degree of the community's involvement in the management of the commune's affairs.
The economic sphere was characterised through: -commune's total income per inhabitant, -commune's expenditure on investment per inhabitant (average value for the years 2009-2011), and -personal income tax per inhabitant.
These parameters reflect the size of funds at the disposal of local authorities, the amount of resources allocated to investments that can serve the community, and the wealth of the commune's inhabitants.
To describe the environmental component of living conditions, the following were taken into account: -share of inhabitants with access to the sewerage system, -share of buildings at a distance greater than 500 metres from a public transport stop, -share of woodland in the commune's area.
This group of indicators shows the availability of recreational areas, the level of pressure on water quality, and the availability of public transport. Air-quality indicators for communes were not included in this group since one should not expect major differences at this scale, and, from the inhabitants' perspective, the vicinity of nuisance facilities and traffic routes is more important. The reason for not including a waste management indicator is the ongoing process of unification of this field of public utilities management across the country.
The value of each indicator was first relativised to the size of the population, then standardised, and mean values for each of the three groups of indicators and all nine indicators collectively were calculated. This allowed a comparative analysis of the communes in social, economic, and environmental aspects, and a classification of the agglomeration's communes by a synthetic indicator of the quality of life.
The main source of data on the basis of which most of the economic, social and environmental indicators were prepared (six of the nine presented in the article) was the local data Bank of the Polish Central Statistical Office (GUS). The social indicator concerning the average number of criminal offences in the years 2010-2012 per 10,000 inhabitants was developed on the basis of absolute data provided by the Police Headquarters in Poznań. Information on the percentage of buildings at a distance of not more than 500 metres from the nearest public transport stop was derived from the Study of the Spatial Planning of the Poznań Agglomeration (Gadziński 2012) , while data on voter turnout in the 2010 local elections were obtained from the reports of the National Electoral Commission published on the official website http://pkw.gov.pl/.
Given the availability of data in the local data Bank of the Polish Central Statistical Office at the time of preparation of this publication, most of the indicators refer to the state of affairs in 2011. In the case of a commune's expenditure on investment per inhabitant, a mean for three years (2009) (2010) (2011) was calculated, and in the case of the average number of offences, a mean for the years 2010-2012. The voter turnout rate applies to the first round of the last local elections held in 2010.
Results in social, economic and environmental aspects Social aspect
The level of each of the three analysed indicators of social aspects is very different in each commune (Table 1) . This means that each commune shows a large spread with regard to the indicators tested. In voter turnout, the figures range between 59% in Puszczykowo and 38% in Poznań. Generally, it should be noted that the electoral activity of agglomeration inhabitants is not high. A certain regularity is notable: in rural, smaller and less urbanised areas, participation in local elections is higher than in urban areas.
The share of people on social assistance benefits in the surveyed communes is low and relatively non-diversified. It varies from 1.8% in the commune of Komorniki to 6.8% in that of kleszczewo. In general, this indicator is slightly better in communes directly adjacent to Poznań, an exception to this rule being the wealthy Tarnowo Podgórne, which takes one of the last places in the agglomeration in this respect. On the other hand, this indicator is above average for Poznań, although, as a large city, it is highly diversified socially. Such a situation is certainly associated with low levels of unemployment across the agglomeration.
As an indicator of security, the average number of criminal offences in the years 2010-2012 was used. As expected, the highest offence level is observed in Poznań -224 offences per 10,000 inhabitants, while the commune of Stęszew is the safest with its 32 offences per 10,000 inhabitants. One can also note a general regularity that higher offence rates are found in communes bordering Poznań and featuring a fast urbanisation rate.
As for the mean value of the three social indicators, Puszczykowo is the highest ranking commune, but in terms of the proportion of social assistance beneficiaries it is only in the ninth position. Significantly the lowest level of social indicators is found in Poznań, which stands out negatively against other communes in terms of voter turnout and the number of criminal offences. The position of the commune of Tarnowo Podgórne, which has been the agglomeration's most intensively developing commune in economic terms for the past 20 years, is surprisingly low.
Economic aspect
The indicators describing the economic determinants of the quality of life in the Poznań agglomeration differ quite widely in its individual communes ( Table 2) .
The per capita income in six out of the 18 communes is above the average for the agglomeration. The richest commune, Suchy las, has a per capita budget nearly 80% higher than the average and more than 2.5 times higher than the communes with the lowest income: luboń and Kostrzyn. Poznań, which is home to about 60% of the agglomeration's population, ranks third, with per capita income significantly lower than in the communes of Suchy las and Tarnowo Podgórne. The analysed indicator varies much more widely among communes with above-average incomes than among those with a lower income. In the latter group, differences are slightly in excess of PlN 1,100 per capita, while in the more affluent communes this figure is PlN 2,700 per capita. The richer communes neighbour on Poznań and are located along one of the trunk roads, but, interestingly, the wealthiest communes have no motorway exit within their territory. It seems that they took advantage of their location before getting a motorway connection with Warsaw and Berlin.
To illustrate the investment activity of the communes, their expenditure on investment per inhabitant was used (mean value for the years 2009-2011). The position of communes in the ranking in terms of investment rate is very similar to the ranking by income rate, but the range of investment outlays in the agglomeration's communes is far greater than that of income. Investment-related spending per capita in the commune of Suchy las is 2.5 times higher than the average for the agglomeration and more than six times higher than in the least investing communes -luboń and Murowana Goślina. The level of investment in those communes is 2.5 times lower than the average in the agglomeration. The features of communes with above-average investment levels are similar to those related to income. Only the commune of Buk ranks considerably lower in terms of investment than income, which may result from its lower urbanisation level. The third of the economic indicators reflects the wealth of the inhabitants. It has a distinctly different distribution than the other two economic parameters. The group of four communes with the highest level of income includes Puszczykowo, which ranks well below the average for the agglomeration in terms of funds at the disposal of the commune and capital expenditure. luboń is a similar case -its inhabitants earn proportionally higher incomes than the local government. In general, differences in average per capita income are considerable: for Tarnowo Podgórne, the indicator is almost three times higher than for the inhabitants of kostrzyn, where the indicator is almost half the average. Given the very high dynamics of migration of the agglomeration's inhabitants, especially in the past decade, it can be concluded that the position of communes in terms of their inhabitants' income reflects their attractiveness for living to people with higher incomes. In this sense, the preferred commune has traditionally been Tarnowo Podgórne, which borders Poznań in the west, due to good communication routes and good investment in housing. Puszczykowo, the garden town located in the vicinity of a national park, has been the location of choice for the wealthy Poznań residents for a century. Poznań ranks third in terms of personal wealth, which means that the centre of the agglomeration is still attractive to wealthy individuals as a place of residence. One has to bear in mind, however, that the share of the poorer sections of society in a large city is usually higher than in urbanising suburban communes. The group of the wealthiest communes also includes Suchy las, which borders Poznań in the north. The attractiveness of the commune is partly due to the proximity of the centre and the lack of old and cumbersome industrial plants. Proportionally the lowest income is earned by the inhabitants of communes with a small town surrounded by agricultural land. They are located outside the immediate vicinity of Poznań, which means that suburbanisation processes are less intense here. The wealth rate in the communes of Kostrzyn and Stęszew is almost one-third of that in the wealthiest commune of Tarnowo Podgórne.
When considered collectively, the economic indicators of the quality of life show that the communes clearly standing out (with the highest average values) are Suchy las and Tarnowo Podgórne. The top ranking of Suchy las is mainly due to its by far highest rate of investment, which is one standard deviation higher than that for the second-ranking Tarnowo Podgórne. Poznań ranks third in all three economic sub-indicators and remains in the same position after their aggregation. The group with the lowest economic indicators includes urban and rural communes not bordering Poznań. This group also includes luboń, which is the lowest-ranking commune bordering the metropolis. On the other hand, the town and commune of Buk is top-ranked among communes located on the periphery of the agglomeration.
Environmental aspect
The environmental indicators used for the purpose of this study are characterised by different levels of controllability and high variability throughout the agglomeration. The first shows investment activity of the communes in the area of environmental protection (the sewerage system), the second illustrates the relationship between the inherited structure of land development with the amount of attention paid to improving its density and expenditure on public transport in the communes, while the third relates to natural beauty.
The share of the population with access to the sewerage system is primarily a measure of comfort associated with eliminating the cumbersome transport of liquid waste. It can also be associated with the level of impact of sewerage from the commune on water quality. By far the highest level of accessibility to the sewerage system is observed in Poznań (90.8%), while in four communes less than 40% of the population has access to one (Table 3 ). This indicator should be significantly improved in a few years since some communes currently invest heavily in sewerage, which will soon improve their ranking (e.g. Czerwonak, Murowana Goślina, Pobiedziska, Swarzędz).
The second environmental indicator shows the availability of public transport. Its ecology-friendly dimension is associated with a reduced need for the use of a private car and, consequently, reduced exhaust emission and consumption of fossil fuels. It facilitates the mobility of people who do not use private cars. The greatest availability of public transport is found in the commune of luboń as well as Poznań and Swarzędz, where more than 80% of housing is located within 500 metres from a stop. At the other extreme is the commune of Pobiedziska, where the indicator is 16%. It is also very low in three other communes, approximately 25%. The average for the entire agglomeration exceeds 55%, which should be considered a good level of transport accessibility. It is necessary to note, however, that an additional availability factor is the frequency of public transport, which is not included at this level of research generality (cf. lechniak, Mizgajski 2008).
The Poznań agglomeration has a significant share of areas of outstanding natural beauty. In the course of preparing the Study of the Spatial Planning of the Poznań Agglomeration, the spatial distribution of a three-tier green network consisting of areas with significant natural and recreational features was developed for the agglomeration (Mizgajski, zwierzchowska 2011) . However, the use of those data for the construction of the indicator would impede broader comparative analyses due to its highly detailed nature. A very high correlation between the share of natural environment preservation areas and the share of woodland in the communes (0.88) shows that the proportion of forests in the territory of a commune accurately reflects its attractiveness for recreational purposes. The average share of woodland in the whole agglomeration is approximately 20%, and varies from 51% in Puszczykowo to less than 4% in the communes of Buk and luboń and 2% in Kleszczewo.
When comparing the environmental indicators for individual communes, it can be noted that the top-ranking communes show the most significant differences in position in terms of individual parameters, which means that there is not a single commune that would have high values of all environmental parameters. Poznań ranks at the top, although in terms of the share of attractive areas for recreation it is at the average level for the whole of the agglomeration. The weaker side of the commune of Czerwonak, which is ranked second, is the average availability of public transport. The average level of environmental indicators puts the commune of Suchy las in the third place, but in terms of specific aspects it ranks only slightly higher than the average for the entire agglomeration.
Classification of communes in terms of living conditions
The synthetic indicator of determinants of the quality of life for the inhabitants of the various communes was calculated as the average of all nine parameters. The classification of the communes by this indicator made it possible to divide them into five classes (Table 4) .
To analyse the differences and similarities among communes in terms of the level of the various analytical indicators, a radial diagram was used (figs 1-5).
The class with the highest level of the synthetic indicator includes only one commune, Suchy las. It has by far the highest economic indicators, especially income and investment outlays. Suchy las stands out positively in terms of the affluence of its inhabitants and a low proportion of social assistance beneficiaries. The offence rate is significantly below the average for the agglomeration.
The group with favourable determinants is formed by four communes clearly differentiated in terms of their strengths and weaknesses. ing indicators in this commune differ widely. It has the lowest proportion of people on social assistance benefits, and at the same time the lowest access to public transport. dopiewo is characterised by high capital investment considering its lower-than-average income. In the group, it has the highest (above-average) tax revenues. The remaining indicators are at an average level, except for the largest share of persons on social assistance benefits in this group. The position of Source: own material. Source: own material. The group with the determinants of the quality of life below the average for the agglomeration includes four communes (Fig. 4) . Their common feature is, primarily, the lower-than-average wealth index as measured by the amount of personal income tax. They all have an average level of offences, while other indicators are more varied. Kórnik is the only commune where economic indicators are above average, but it also has the lowest access to public transport in the group and lower-than-average social indicators. Rokietnica has higher-than-average social indicators, but all economic indicators are below the average. luboń, with the lowest economic indicators in the group, stands out positively in terms of access to the sewerage system and public transport. kleszczewo is distinguished by an extremely high proportion of the poor, while in luboń this rate is more favourable than the average for the agglomeration.
A common feature of all four communes in the group with the least favourable determinants of the quality of life is significantly lower-than-average economic parameters ( fig. 5 ). This fact is certainly associated with lower-than-average availability of public transport and negative social assistance indicators. An interesting feature of this group is the above-average participation in elections and the lower-than-average offence rate (except for Pobiedziska). Also, there are significant differences in the environmental parameters.
Conclusions
According to the authors, the set of indicators used in the analysis can greatly reflect significant factors affecting the quality of life of the communes' inhabitants. The parameters employed relate to a commune as a whole, so the results do not allow an analysis of differences within each unit. The design of the synthetic indicator and the classification of the communes based thereon are the authors' own proposal, which is relatively simple and easy to understand while giving interesting cognitive results and reflecting fundamental differences in living conditions across the agglomeration.
It should be emphasised that the comparative study of the communes of the Poznań agglomeration concerned the relative position of the various communes in an urban area with the highest standard of living in Poland. This means that the results obtained are not eligible for the purposes of making any absolute judgements, and they only indicate the ranking of the agglomeration's communes relative to one other. It should also be pointed out that some of the indicators reflect external factors on which the communes have no influence.
Quality-of-life surveys are one way to monitor socio-economic development and verify the performance and efficiency of local governments' work. They also assess whether the aims and objectives pursued by public authorities translate into results in the form of improved living conditions of the inhabitants. In this respect, what matters is not only the results of studying the subjective feelings of inhabitants, but also test methods that use hard and objectified indicators.
The quality of life is a strategic objective, frequently emphasised in the development strategies of cities and communes. It is no different in the Poznań agglomeration. Despite the fact that quality-of-life issues receive significant attention from the media and, no doubt, from the inhabitants themselves, local authorities still make little use of quality-of-life surveys as a tool for planning and monitoring socio-economic development. In this respect, Poznań can be regarded as a national leader and forerunner of research on the quality of life. The research and analyses developed for Poznań are very detailed ones. To date, the weakness of Poznań-related research on the quality of life has been the lack of positioning Poznań against the fast-growing neighbouring communes, which, not accidentally, attract an increasing number of its inhabitants and businesses.
The development of urbanisation processes raises the standard of living also in suburban areas where, in the recent years, at least two communes (Suchy las and Tarnowo Podgórne) have been offering better living conditions that the central city of Poznań. In connection with the outflow of inhabitants from the central city to the suburbs and its shrinking tax base, the city authorities have made efforts to inhibit this process. "Poznań as a metropolitan city with a strong economy, a high quality of life, and knowledge-based development" is the vision of Poznań formulated in the 2030 development Strategy for the City of Poznań. Achieving this vision will be possible through the implementation of the strategic objective "Improving the quality of life and the attractiveness of the city's space and architecture", which covers a very wide range of functional and spatial issues, starting from the quality of living, through public transport and environmental quality, to building social capital among the inhabitants.
